Biological chelation: 2,3-dimercapto-propanesulfonic acid and meso-dimercaptosuccinic acid.
Water soluble analogs of British Anti-Lewisite that are active orally and less toxic than BAL are now available. These agents are 2,3-dimercapto-1-propanesulfonic acid and meso-dimercaptosuccinic acid. Evidence for their effectiveness in preventing the lethal effects of sodium arsenite in mice and lewisite in rabbits is presented. These analogs can be expected to replace BAL in the treatment of heavy metal poisoning.